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But, in whatever manner the distribution may be made,
it ought to be made as soon as the issue of the first exam-
ination is decided; for, till the distribution is made, it
will be impossible for any probationer to know what ver-
nacular language of India it would be most expedient for
him to study. The Hindostanee, indeed, will be valuable
to him, wherever he may be stationed; but no other living
language is spoken over one-third of India. Tamul would
be as useless in Bengal and Bengalee would be as useless at
Agra, as Welsh in Portugal.
We should recommend that every probationer, for what-
ever Presidency he may be destined, should be permitted
to choose Hindostanee as the language in which he will
pass. A probationer who is to reside in the lower prov-
inces of the Bengal Presidency should be allowed to choose
either Hindostanee or Bengalee. A probationer who is to go
to the upper provinces should be allowed to choose among
Hindostanee, Hindee, and Persian. A probationer who is
to go to Madras should be allowed to choose among Hin-
dostanee, Telugu, and Tamul. A probationer who is to go
to Bombay should be allowed to choose among Hindo-
stanee, Mahrattee, and Guzeratee.
It is probable that some probationers who have a peculiar
talent for learning languages will study more than one of
the dialects among which they are allowed to make their
choice. Indeed it is not improbable that some who take
an interest in philology will apply themselves voluntarily to
the Sanscrit and the Arabic. It will hereafter be seen that,
though we require as the indispensable condition of pass-
ing only an elementary knowledge of one of the vernacular
tongues of India, we propose to give encouragement to
those students who aspire to be eminent orientalists.
The four studies,' then, to which, in our opinion, the
probationers ought to devote themselves during the period
of probation, are, first, Indian hi story; secondly, the science